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The handbag shown in the picture may cost you 
between £750-£5000 but essentially it is the present 
for someone you love 
this Christmas or that 
is the idea. [I have 
ordered two] The bag 
is being sold by 
Mulberry and the bag 
is the centre of a major 
advertising campaign 
this Christmas. The 
setting of this advert is 
a modern day nativity 
scene, which includes 
Mary and Joseph and 
the newly delivered 
handbag plus other strangers who turn up to gaze 
on this wondrous sight. 
How Christmas has changed; it began on the 1st 
November, will run for two months, cost an 
absolute fortune, will make us feel good for a time 
and then we will return to normality in January 
with the credit card bills coming through the door 
or internet banking. 
In a survey last year conducted by IKEA  children 
from 10 families were asked  what present would 

they like from their parents. All of the children 
make  the same petition to their parents: to spend 

more time playing 
together which, needless 
to say, brought the adults 
to tears as they read their 
children’s wishes.  
Christmas means many 
things to many people but 
ultimately it is about life 
and how its lived and 
shared with others, 
family, friends and 
strangers and this is 
because of a child born 
into a usual family, who 

today would have been offered support, struggled 
later under the threat of violence and homelessness, 
became refugees and finally settled into a normal 
life! 
But through that child we were offered a glimpse of 
what life is all really about, what it can be, how we 
should relate to each other and how we can 
understand all this in the context of a life lived 
eternally.  A handbag for Christmas or a new 
understanding of life? 

                                                                                
Sunday 13th December                                    

11am  Toy Service at Christ Church & 
Holy Trinity                                                                           

During these services we will be collecting donations 
of unwrapped toys in aid of Action for Children at 

Christ Church and Angel Tree at Holy Trinity 
                                                                                                          

Sunday 20th December                                
11am Nativity Service at Christ Church 

‘Glad Tidings’                                                 
Led by the children & young people of both 

churches. 
 

4pm Carols by Candlelight at Holy Trinity                                       

 
Christmas Eve                                    

4pm Christingle Service at Holy Trinity 
                                                                  

Christmas Day                        
11am Holy Communion for all the family                     

at Christ Church                                
‘Great News it’s a Lad’ 

http://www.christchurchwb.org.uk
mailto:cc.wb@live.com


 

Psalm 1:3 He will be like a 
tree firmly planted by 
streams of water, Which 
yields its fruit in its 
season And its leaf does 
not wither. 
 
It is hard to believe five months 
have passed since my ordination 
on the 29th June when Alice and 
I met so many well-wishing 
unknown faces at the Cathedral. 
Thankfully now we have put a 
name to some of the faces (a 
work in progress) and can 
happily say that Liverpool is 
home, we feel part of the church 
and we are settling in nicely! We 
have confidence that this is the 
place that God has brought us to 
and our prayer is that as we 
settle deeper into the life of the 
parish it will be fruitful in all 
things for Alice and I.  
Church-life: 
We have been made to feel so 
welcome across both 
congregations and the various 
activities in the life of the church. 

Kelvin really isn’t the grumpy 
slave driver that he comes 
across to be and I am enjoying 
working with the team. Further, it 
has been a real blessing and 
help to be part of such a 
welcoming group of people and 
has made the transition for two 
newlyweds much easier to know 
there is friends and support 
always at hand. It was wonderful 
to feel so supported when we 
were feeling anxious about 
various job and visa situations 
while I was slowly finding my 
feet in ministry across the parish.   
The highlight so far has to be the 
Thursday night ‘Christianity 
Explored’ for simply getting 
around the bible with other 
people and encouraging each 
other onwards! (Although I do 
have high expectations for the 
men’s social night) and Alice is 
enjoying being part of the ladies 
Bible study group and the music 
team at Christ Church. 
Life in Liverpool: 
We are enjoying living in 

Liverpool and for me there is 
much in similarity to Belfast with 
the shipping history and the self-
deprecating sense of humour, it 
is a very Irish trait after all that 
no-one ever quite has it as bad 
as oneself!  We are making 
friends in the city and are 
enjoying getting out in our free 
time to experience the best 
Liverpool and around has to 
offer.  
We are looking forward to 
getting to know everyone better 
as we continue to put our roots 
deeper, grow with God together 
and share that with you all. We 
are excited for the one parish 
and all the exciting growth that is 
being prayed for as we trust that 
God has brought us here to be 
part of all he has for Christ 
Church and Holy Trinity. Thank 
you! 
 

Save the Whales, 
 

Darren and Alice 

 
 
 
 

Judith lives in Kampala the capital of Uganda 
and was our guide when we visited Uganda 
and especially the village of Onogora. We left 
her a gift of $50 dollars from the 
church, she writes, ‘The new 
church in the village is being 
built but not yet finished, 
hopefully next year’.  

Thanks for the support you gave 
me, the sheep actually multiplied 
to thirteen (13) in number.  I 
sold 10 at 100,000 UGX each 
which gave me 1 million UGX.  Meanwhile I 
am now raising one young one which I hope 
will grow and multiply.  

Out of the one million, I tithed 100,000 
UGX to church and have a balance of 900,000 
UGX which I still plan to add for studies 
because the semester is 1,992,000 UGX for 
Tuition and other fees. [She is planning to do a 
Masters of Art in Organizational Leadership 
and Management] 

Since last year December, I managed to 
acquire one plot in Soroti Town  and even 
surveyed it and two in Amuria town which I 

am yet to complete the payment, 
hopefully by February next year and then 
develop them later. I also have a plan of 
starting up a nursery, primary and a 
secondary school in my village. The place 
has no nursery school and the primary 
schools around here have a very low 
educational standard and no secondary 
school which I feel is affecting and 
hindering the children from excelling in 

their academics. Pray for me over this that God 
may guide me through.’  

All this good Judith has been able to do 
because she bought two sheep with our gift 
and have made that gift grow and develop. 

Shall we ask Judith to come to Liverpool; can 
we help her to come? Let Kelvin know. 

[UGX is Ugandan Shillings]  



Life here is so busy so whenever 
we have free time, it’s a time to 
sleep and recover from the previous 
week. I’m currently living in St. 
Hippolyte du Fort in the south of 
France, entering into my 3rd month 
here with ‘Youth with a Mission’. 
Just one month to go until we head 
to Kosovo for 3 months of outreach.  
The teachings over the past month 
have been quite diverse but at the 
same time you can see how they fit 
together as parts of the puzzle, 
developing us as a team but as 
individuals too. What makes this 
journey so interesting as we are in it 
together as a community. That’s not 
to say that community living doesn’t 
have its struggles, because believe 
me it does. (For example, who 
knew that “wash, dry, put away” 
was so difficult…) As the youngest 
one, it can feel a bit overwhelming 
at times, but what I’ve learnt is that 
we all have something different to 
bring to the team, and no one thing 
is greater than another. 
Teaching topics have been Hearing 
God’s Voice, Inner Healing,  Identity 
in Christ, Life in the Spirit and 
Worship and Intercession. We’ve 
heard some great and inspiring 
testimonies from the teachers as 
well as learning more about 
ourselves and where we find our 
identity. 

Day to day life is pretty much the 
same; wake up at 7am, quiet time, 
worship, 4 hours of class with lunch 
in between, then time for work duty 
(which for me is mostly cleaning 
toilets because I’m usually the only 
one who will do it), then dinner, so 
the day finally finishes about 8pm! 
We have also been learning some 
skits which has definitely thrown me 
out of my comfort zone, but I’ve 
learnt that it’s 
an important 
step for me as 
I am constantly 
being pushed 
to new levels 
in everything 
we do, not just 
in myself but 
also in my 
faith. 
Last week we went to Montpellier 
for our week of practice outreach 
(without wifi !!). It sure had its ups 
and downs but we all had an 
amazing week overall. Every 
morning we had the opportunity to 
visit a kind of safe haven called 
‘Point Coeur’ where we gave a talk, 
prayed with the people that lived 
there and worshipped. I actually led 
worship one morning, something 
I’ve never done before which was 
exciting.  
 

 As part of our street evangelism we 
stationed the park where we set up 
painting and invited people to join 
and also performed our dance and 
skit for them. We had some 
interesting encounters to say the 
least; the encounter that stood out 
to me the most was with a 
homeless guy called Mauricio 
outside the shopping centre. As we 
hid under the shelter waiting for the 

rain to stop, one of the 
girls, Carole, started 
speaking to him, we 
learnt that he was 
from Cuba and is 
currently waiting for 
his application for 
asylum to be 
approved, so has to 
live on the streets for 
another 3 months until 

he is able to find work. Although he 
wouldn’t accept any money or food 
from us we were able to pray with 
him. The next day we met him 
again and he joined us as we were 
worshipping in the city, we then 
invited him to dinner at Point Coeur 
where we had ourselves been 
invited that evening.  
The two months have been an 
interesting adventure. I’ve grown a 
lot and I know I still have a long way 
to go! So please keep praying for 
myself and the team. 

Hopefully by now most of you 
will have met us…If not please 
do say hello one Sunday. 
We have been with you since 
the middle of September when I 
joined you as a Part-time 
Community Development and 
Pastoral Worker. I work for 
three days a week supporting 
our Foodbank at Holy Trinity, 

Scouse and I hope to be trained as a Debt Advisor shortly. 
I am also helping with the launch of our new community 
trust charity and there’ll be more news about this in 
January. 
 
We have been in Liverpool for four months now and are 
hoping to be home owners on Gertrude Road by the New 
Year, let's hope that leads to a big housewarming party! 
 
Before joining you up in the pool of life, we lived down in 
the big smoke. My most recent role was as an Operation 
Co-ordinator at a church in Tower Hamlets, and before 
that I worked as a Campaigns Co-ordinator at Tearfund. 
Flora is a qualified nurse and midwife. Since arriving in 
Liverpool she has got a job as a midwife at the Liverpool 
Women's, and has already been filmed in action as part of 
the new series of One Born Every Minute. 
 

We really loved life down in London and Flora & I loved 
working for the church in Tower Hamlets. We always 
knew though that we would move up north at some point 
as I come from North Wales and with house prices so 
expensive in London we felt like this might be the right 
time. 
 
We decided to explore how we would go about leaving 
London and one of my good friends is the daughter of 
Henry Corbett the Vicar of St. Peter’s, Everton. We 
decided to come up and visit in January this year and in 
the process got to know some more people and really 
liked the Everton/Anfield area. We went back to London, 
prayed about it and in April decided to take a step of faith 
and quit our jobs and move up north. 
 
We landed here in July and since arriving Flora has been 
able to get a job as a midwife, and it's great that I am now 
working for Christ Church and Holy Trinity. We’ve met 
some great people who have been really welcoming and 
we're looking forward to settling in some more over the 
coming months and hopefully being homeowners in 
Anfield. 
 
Do come over one Sunday to say hello and to find out a 
bit more about Flora’s work and what I am up to in the 
community. 



Christingle Service 10th January 2016                                  
Christ Church @ 10.45am 

              
 
Come and join us on 10th January [at 10.45am] as we 
celebrate the service of Christingle, we will be making our 
Christingles before the service starts over a cup of coffee. 
Gifts go to the Children’s Society 

        To Keep the Party Going!!     
      [These are not Kelvin's] 

 
 

There was once a great Czar in Russia named Rudolph the Red. He stood looking 
out the windows of his palace one day while his wife, the Czarina Katerina, sat 
nearby knitting. He turned to her and said, "Look my dear, it has begun to rain!" 
Without even looking up from her knitting she replied, "It's too cold to rain. It must be 
sleeting." The Czar shook his head and said, "I am the Czar of all the Russias, and 
Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear!" 
 
Q. What do you get if you cross mistletoe and a duck?  
A. A Christmas Quacker.  
 
Q. What do you call Santa when he stops moving?  
A. Santa Pause!  

 
Q. Where does a snowman keep his money?  
A. In a snow bank.  
 
Q. Why do mummies like Christmas so much?  
A. Because of all the wrapping! 

 

The Karamoja region of north-eastern  Uganda is 
plagued by recurring drought, food shortages and 
deadly battles between cattle-heading tribes. 
Samaritan's Purse is working throughout the area, 
co-coordinating agricultural, health and other 
programmes in Jesus' Name. In addition ministry 
teams are training pastors and church leaders to 
share the Gospel with the largely illiterate population 
through traditional storytelling. We are equipping 
them with audio Bibles recorded on solar-powered 
players. 
"When this programme of Samaritan's Purse came it 
opened our minds and our hearts," said Madelina, 
who was trained to share the Good News. A woman 
named Mary was an alcoholic and living in poverty 
before she heard the Gospel and gave her life to 
Christ. She stopped drinking and is now earning 
money by growing and selling produce. I will never 
turn my back to God because God has made me 
what I am, " Mary said. 

Peter used to raid neighbouring villages, stealing 
cattle and looting homes. One day, Peter heard the 
ministry leader share the message of salvation as he 
told the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10. Peter 
realised that he was a sinner in need of a Saviour. 
"Zacchaeus lived very badly , same as me," Peter 
said. "I have to repent of my sins, and I want people 
to notice I'm different." Peter 
gave up cattle raiding and 
learned to grow vegetables 
and sugar cane to support 
his family. He also became a 
ministry leader and learned 
how to present the Gospel 
using the same storytelling method that helped draw 
him to Christ. 
"The word of God changes people's thinking, " Peter 
said. "Samaritan's Purse has brought something to 
our village that makes a difference. I want this 
transformation to go on." 



 

 

 

 

 

Are we embarking on an 
adventure?                                                  
'One parish, two places of worship, one PCC and one 
vision for growth?’I hope it becomes that as we move into 
the New Year, work out a joint vision for the new parish 
and then begin to see how we can see it unfold over the 
years to come. In 
some ways that is 
what our faith in 
Jesus Christ is; it’s 
a journey into the 
unknown.  From 
the very first 
disciples who 
answered the call 
of Jesus, ‘Come 
follow me,’ and 
the early church in 
the first century as 
it began to work 
out what God was asking them to do and down each 
generation since, the experience I believe has  been one of 
adventure. 

Even the birth of Jesus gives us that idea, for God to enter 
our world as a human being, emptying Himself for us 
seems a bit of risk. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I know this sense of  ‘stepping out’ into the unknown has 
been many people’s understanding of their relationship 
with God and when you think about the key words which 
we use indicate such an adventure is a possibility i.e. faith 
and trust, both suggest an element of risk.  

So are we at Christ Church & Holy 
Trinity embarking on an adventure? I 
hope so and I hope this journey into the 
unknown may renew our faith as well as 
deepen it, like a child who takes its first 
steps on its own begins to realize a new 
freedom but one based on the one who 
encouraged them to take that movement. 
What will the future be like, what plans 
does the vicar* have?  Well, no real big 
ones, only to see where God by His 
Spirit will lead us, through our 
discussions. No doubt there will be 
change [but we love change don’t we?], 

and some cost involved but also lots of people investing 
time and energy into what lies ahead. 
Please join in, as through January we actively ‘dream 
dreams’ of a future only God sees and asks us by faith to 
trust Him for that future. 
 
[*Sometime in the coming year Kelvin will finally be  
installed and licensed as Vicar of the Parish of Walton 
Breck. More details of that later] 

'It was US 
astronaut Hale 
Irwin who said 
after he had 

returned to earth 
after standing on 

the moon:                
The most 
significant 

achievement of 
our age is not that 
man stood on the 
moon, but rather 

God in Christ 
stood upon the 

earth.' 

 
 
 
I have received a Newsletter from Lyn and 
Mick Connolly to thank the people of Christ 
Church and Holy Trinity for our much 
valued prayers for the work they do in 
prisons. 
 
Through their work with the Prison 
Fellowship they meet with Offenders 
sharing the Gospel, some turning to the 
Lord Jesus asking him for forgiveness and 
welcoming him into their lives. 
 
Over the coming months Lyn and Mick will 
be speaking at Thorn Cross, Styal Women's 
Prison, Forest Bank and H.M.P. Woodhill, 
they have asked for us to continue praying 
for the work that they do. 
 
Some of you may remember Lyn coming to 
speak at Mothers' Union, we were struck by 
her message of forgiveness. 
 
 

 
 
 

Lyn and Mick say they thank God for all the 
joy they have in  being able to share the 
good news of Jesus through the work they 
do.  

 
By Betty Bennett 

 
This year the toys 
donated at Holy 
Trinity's toy service 
will be given to 
Angel Tree who  
through the Prison 
Fellowship support 
prisoners in their 

family relationships by providing 
a way for them to give 
Christmas presents to their 
children. There are around 
200,000 children in England and 
Wales with a parent in prison.   



 

 

 
This is a subject not o en spoken of in churches 
but perhaps we should, as it helps us face the 
inevitable with some control and, as Chris ans, we 
have in death that assured hope that life is eternal.  
A gi  in our will may be the largest gi  we have ever 
been able to make to the church that has nurtured 
our faith and the chari es we have supported in 
life. Remembering your church in your Will helps to 
ensure that the work they do con nues into the 
future. In 2011 over half a million pounds was 
received by churches in our diocese. Each gi , large 
and small, was important. There is no doubt that 
legacy gi s have helped make possible various 
projects that have improved and/or extended the 
facili es provided by our churches to their local 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our gi  to the church or other charity in some ways 
ensures that our faith in Jesus is s ll real in making 
an investment in the lives of others who will benefit 
when we are no longer here. Any gi  that you might 
be thinking of giving could be earmarked for a 
par cular project. 
If you would like to know more, see Kelvin or Ian  
and be assured that any discussions will be treated 
as confiden al. Also booklets will be available  at 
both churches. 
A gi  can be an expression of your gra tude and 
thanksgiving towards God, and can help keep your 
local church alive, and help transform its future. 

 
A family flees for its life. 
They have been living 
under the shadow of a 
murderous regime and 
they know that at any 
time the slaughter may 

reach them. They have no time. The 
journey is arduous and dangerous and 
there is no certainty of what they may 
find when they reach their destination. 
 
This is a very present reality. It is the 
type of story we see almost every day 
on our news reports. The plight of the 
refugee, desperately crammed into 
boats trying to find a place of 
sanctuary. We feel sympathy, 
powerlessness, frustration. We look at 
the desperation and wonder how we 
have got to this in the 21st century. 
We call out and ask where God is in 
this suffering. 
 
Yet this is God’s story. The family are 
Jesus’ family and the tale is of the 
flight to Egypt. In it, as we know, the 
Christ child is being whisked away 
from Herod’s pogrom. In it the only 
option is to travel to a strange land, a 
land full of potential danger and to an 
uncertain future. 

 
So God became a refugee and as such 
is in the refugee’s story. And he calls 
us to follow him into that story, to get 
alongside those in distress and above 
all find appropriate ways to welcome 
the stranger to our door. 
 
In many ways the welcome of the 
stranger is central to the Christmas 
story. It is a harsh story in a difficult 
setting and it is one we dress up to be 
a picture postcard at our peril. Jesus ‘s 
parents had been immigrants in 
Bethlehem struggling to find a place 
of shelter where they could have their 
child. They had been turned away 
many times and it was left to the 
poorest in society to offer a true, 
sacrificial welcome to the Lord of all. 
How often is that the case? The rich 
turn the needy away while those who 
could be seen to be in need are the 
ones that offer most love and comfort. 
 
So Christ’s story compels us to offer a 
proper Christmas welcome this year. 
And Christ’s teaching reinforces that 
command. The command that the God 
of justice has echoed over the 
centuries. The command that is writ 
large throughout scripture. Jesus told  

 
us to look after the cold, the homeless, 
the hungry. Our neighbours. But 
Christ knew what that experience was 
like and Christ knew that all of 
humanity needs that love. 
 
The media image of Christmas is one 
of self-indulgence. The time to spend, 
to party, to eat, drink and be merry. 
Jesus wouldn’t want to deny you 
pleasure – he helped one party in 
Cana really get swinging. 
 
But if Christ’s story, the story of his 
beginnings, the story of his life is to 
continue to have lasting relevance and 
meaning then we should pause in the 
indulgence of our selves and this 
Christmas look to indulge someone 
else. Support them, love them, aid 
them and bring them the welcome that 
so many denied to our Lord. 
 
Then we can use Christmas to remind 
people that the birth of Christ made a 
bigger difference to the world than 
just a picture postcard story. 

 
 

Happy Christmas. 
 


